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The Sagamore and Bourne rotaries

Compromise for public benefit

BY THOMAS O'NEILL Il

Compromise, The word comes from
Latin: voots and originallv meant "
muttal promise,” Edmund Burke, the
liish seesiman, sadd than “all govern-
menit = indecd every homan benelie and
-.'J!_i1 wment, every victue and every pru-
dent act — is founded on compromise,”

Like many of vou, T ospemt conntless
hours this stmmmer sinmg i wallic w
anned from Cape Cod, Much ol that fime
wits spent witching the progress ol the
construction of the Sagamore Rowary -
over, And while T sat
warched the project thar may

achievemenr, 1

well be Gov, Min Romney's Pul:llir. stewards and private businesses
must find ways to work together through open dis-
cussion, with trust and respect from each side, with a

signalre
thoughe about compromise,

We  all hope  thar the
Savmmore Qvover wall result
enormons public benelie IFihe
project succeeds as the gover-
nor |:-:'{-|:Iir:.-i. thosmsands of s
clers will savie valuable howrs
traveling o and fom Cape
Cowd homes, businesses and
vacaions, Commeroial maonorses o busi-
fesses will sive money now lost o thine
spent in tealhic congestion. Automabile
emissions will decrease deamanically if
thowsands of idling vehicles are able w
mevie elficiently from Roue 3 w0 the
Samnnore Bridge ioud on to Boute G,

The governor deserves oredie for ful-
filling his caonpaign promse o solve the
Sagunore Rotry problem,

B the pubshic benelus commnerated
abowes come at great public cost, The (-
over will cost more than 358 pullion in
pubilic monev. Privace Luod was aken by
ciminent domain, displacing those who
lived there. Businesses near the rotry
will sulfer through the constracton of
the project. These are costs routinely
chadked up o "the price of progress.”

O course there remain sall other
needs o address the Cape's transporta-
tion chiallenges,
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This past March, the Bomney adminis-
teation released a 20vear statewide trans-
portation plan that incloded an overhanl
of e Bourne Rowry Secreétary of
Commonwealth Development Douglas
Fov called the project “the higgest priori-
i the region” and estimated a cost of
more than $30 million. Just as was done
Fow the Sagamore Rotary, the state has
proposed extensive study, which will tuke
time and effort. No doubt the project
when finally uwndermken will cost lar
more than $30 million.

commitment to achieve a "mutual promise” that solves
problems, avoids protracted struggles and through that
process achieves the highest benefits for our citizens.

S0 as 1 osat in traffic [ thought about
compromise — because we could have
solved the Bourne Forary alveady.

I the lape 199k, Len Cubellis, a
Boston architect and Cape Cod native,
whianse 'i'i':'ﬂ'ﬂl'tlﬁ Paaves rum twor restiurants
in Bourne since 1936, proposed an ambi-
tious villagesivle, mixed-use develop-
ment just off the Bourne Rotary called
CanalSide Commons. Cubellis” theory
was to build “where the waffic alveady
was" a tenet of smartgrowih principles.

The Cape Cod Commission  staff
immediately tound faul with the project,
likely because of its scale. Cubellis, often
with Bourne town representatives hack-
ing him, battled back and forth with the
comnission sadl over approval of he
project. The state provided Cubellis with
its envirommental approval and  the
Massachuseits  Highway  Deparment
appreved the design as consistent with irs
long-range plan tor the oy, but the

cormmission and Cobellis were never able
0 corne toooan agreement that wonld
lawve allowved the project oo move for-
wartl. Clompromise was not in the cards.

Ui not i a0 paosition (o render judgs
ment on Canal&icde or the commission
stall. The Cape Cod Commission pplavs a
valuable role in ekt 'mp‘f the= o f.lpt' ol
that wee all Tove, Wha ©elo know s e |
agree with Edmnd Burke about the
Benedit ol commpronmise.

As part ol his ambitious  project,
Cubellis olfered more than 57
million i wallic improvemenis
ter the roneds o and swound e
Botrne Rotary — private money
that wonlel Dave: been spent Jor
public purpose,

When botly sicdes were unable
wr el eommeon ground, the
DPPOTEY 0 Capiire priviie
investinent i Enuhl'u' ARSI WS
Tost. Years laer, the Lo sits
undeveloped, ver Lo from pas
tine, The rotary congesion con-
tinties. I the Sagiumore Myvover works as
advertised, businesses near the Bouwrne
Rotary will likely suller further as orivers
will avenied eha ares e Favor ol Sagmomone.,

Anel now the siate is proposing o spend
ab least 230 million we adodvess the sinne-
tiom, money that could be well spent else
where, had the soluton e Bourne been
reslizedd o public-privace parmership,

Compromize. One of my Lither's boesi
triends i Congress was Gerald Fordd, 1
voul spent thime i wallic an the Bourne
Rowry dos sunumer. think of  Gerald
Fowel, whe omee said, “Compromise is the
il that makes sovermments oo,” You
cotilel ave Been meovang a Lot Faster had
compromise been achieved i Botrne, B
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